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Sekreteri Thomas A. Kazakos'un Birlesmis

Milletler Giivenlik Konseyi'ndeki Hitab1 Hk.

Sirkiiler No: 725

Sayin Uyemiz,

Uluslararas1 Deniz Ticaret Odasi (ICS) tarafindan Odamiza gonderilen 18.09.2026 tarihli
Ek'te sunulan yazida;

ICS Genel Sekreteri Thomas A. Kazakos'un Birlesmis Milletler Glivenlik Konseyi (BMGK)
Arria-Formula toplantisina istirak ederek tiye lilke temsilcilerine hitaben yaptigi konusmasinda;
tirmanan jeopolitik gerilimlerin golgesinde kotiilesen deniz giivenligi ortaminin ve 6zellikle Basra
Korfezi ile Hiirmiiz Bogazi'ndaki emniyet durumunun ele alindig1 toplantida, deniz ticareti ile seyir
serbestisinin korunmasina yonelik kritik mesajlarin iletildigi ifade edilmekte,

Uluslararast denizcilik sektoriinli temsilen konusma yapan ICS Genel Sekreteri'nin, deniz
rotalarinda yasanan emniyetsizligin ve seyriisefer aksamalarinin basta gemi insanlar1 olmak {izere
kiiresel ticaret ve diinya ekonomisi iizerinde meydana getirdigi agir sonuglara dikkat cektigi
belirtilmekte,

Ticari gemilerin uluslararast su yollarinda emniyetli, 6ngoriilebilir ve gereksiz engellerle
karsilasmadan seyredebilmesinin uluslararasi deniz hukukunun ve kiiresel ticaret sisteminin temeli
oldugu, deniz tagimaciliginin hi¢bir kosulda rehin tutulamayacagini dile getirdigi ifade edilmekte,

Kiiresel deniz yolu petrol ticaretinin yaklasik dortte birinin yan1 sira yogun miktarda LNG ve
giibre tagimaciliginin yapildigi Hiirmiiz Bogazi1 ve c¢evresindeki gelismelere deginen ICS Genel
Sekreteri'nin, bahsi gecen bolgede yasanan aksamalarin olaganiistii boyutlara ulastigini vurguladigi
belirtilmekte,

Uluslararas1 bogazlarin jeopolitik gerilimler gerekce gosterilerek ticari gemilerin izin almak,
gecis pazarligi yapmak veya keyfi kisitlamalari kabul etmek zorunda kaldigi alanlara
doniistiiriilemeyecegini vurgulayan ICS Genel Sekreteri'nin, seyir serbestisinin konjonktiirel siyasi
sartlara gore saglanan bir ayricalik olmadigina dikkat ¢ektigi ifade edilmekte,

Gemi insanlarinin diinya genelinde gida, enerji, ilag ve temel yagsam malzemelerini tastyan

siviller olduguna isaret edilerek denizcilerin siyasi veya askeri ¢atismalarin tarafi yapilmamasi ve
ticari teknelerin dolayli kurban durumuna disiiriilmemesi gerektigini ifade ettigi vurgulanmaktadir.

Bu belge, 5070 sayili Elektronik imza Kanuna gore Giivenli Elektronik imza ile imzalanmstir.
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Yazida devamla, ICS'in, uluslararas1 bogazlarin gegis iznine tabi alanlar haline getirilmesine
kars1 durusunu yineleyerek deniz emniyetini gliclendirmek ve kiiresel ticaretin dayandigi hukuki
ilkeleri korumak amaciyla uluslararas1 orgiitler ve hiikiimetlerle isbirligini siirdiirecegi ifade
edilmektedir.

Bilgilerinize arz ve rica ederim.

Saygilarimla,

e-imza
Ismet SALIHOGLU
Genel Sekreter

Ek:
1- ICS'ten Alinan 18.09.2026 Tarih ve (26)30 Sayili Duyuru (2 Sayfa)

2-  ICS Genel Sekreteri'nin BM Giivenlik Konseyi'nde Deniz Giivenligi ve Seyir Serbestisine
[ligskin Hitab1 (2 Sayfa)

Dagitim:
Geregi: Bilgi: )
- Tiim Uyeler (Odamiz web sitesi) - Yonetim Kurulu Bagkan ve Uyeleri

- Tiirk Armatdrler Birligi (TAB)

- Tiirkiye Gemi Inga Sanayicileri Birligi Dernegi
(GISBIR)

- Tiirkiye Liman Isletmecileri Dernegi (TURKLIM)

- Vapur Donatanlar1 ve Acenteleri Dernegi (VDAD)

- Koster Armatdrleri ve Isletmecileri Dernegi (KOSDER)
- Gemi Brokerleri Dernegi (GBD)

- S.S. Armatbrler Tagima ve Isletme Kooperatifi

- Izmir Deniz Nakliyecileri Dernegi

- Iskenderun Deniz Nakliyeciler Dernegi
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18 September 2026 COMMUNICATIONS(26)30
TO: ALL FULL AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

COPY: COMMUNICATIONS LEADS
BOARD

PRESS RELEASE: INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF SHIPPING ADDRESSES UN
SECURITY COUNCIL ON MARITIME SECURITY AND FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION

Action required: Communications Leads and Members are kindly asked to take note
and distribute the information to your stakeholders of the press release from the
International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) titled ‘International Chamber of Shipping
addresses UN Security Council on maritime security and freedom of navigation’.

Secretary General of the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS), Thomas A. Kazakos,
addressed the United Nations Security Council on the critical importance of protecting
maritime security, freedom of navigation, and the established international legal framework
governing the world’s oceans, in New York yesterday.

The International Chamber of Shipping was invited to brief an Arria-Formula meeting of the
UN Security Council, convened by the Kingdom of Bahrain and chaired by Bahrain’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Dr Abdullatif Al Zayani. The meeting brought UN representatives and
invited guests together to discuss the deteriorating maritime security environment amid
heightened geopolitical tensions, with particular focus on the security situation in the Persian
Gulf.

A link to the recorded meeting can be found UN Web TV.

The full press release can be found in ANNEX A, with photos from the address in
ANNEX B & C.

COMMUNICATIONS(26)30 -ANNEX A - ICS ADDRESSES UN SECURITY COUNCIL ON
MARITIME SECURITY AND FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION.docx

Registered Office Walsingham House, 35 Seething Lane, London, EC3N 4AH
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Edgar Durbin
Media Relations Manager
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International Chamber of Shipping addresses UN Security Council on maritime Ek-2
security and freedom of navigation

e Thelnternational Chamber of Shipping (ICS) Secretary General was invited to
brief an Arria-Formula meeting of the UN Security Council convened by the
Kingdom of Bahrain.

e At the meeting, ICS reaffirmed the importance of freedom of navigation and
protecting the maritime industry.

e The meeting brought UN representatives and invited guests together to discuss
the deteriorating maritime security environment amid heightened geopolitical
tensions, with particular focus on the security situation in the Persian Gulf.

New York, 18 September 2026 - Secretary General of the International Chamber of
Shipping (ICS), Thomas A. Kazakos, addressed the United Nations Security Councilon
the criticalimportance of protecting maritime security, freedom of navigation, and the
established international legal framework governing the world’s oceans, in New York
yesterday.

The International Chamber of Shipping was invited to brief an Arria-Formula meeting of

the UN Security Council, convened by the Kingdom of Bahrain and chaired by Bahrain’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Abdullatif Al Zayani. The meeting brought UN
representatives and invited guests together to discuss the deteriorating maritime
security environment amid heightened geopolitical tensions, with particularfocus on
the security situation in the Persian Gulf.

Representing the international shipping industry, Thomas Kazakos outlined the
profound consequences that insecurity at sea hasfor seafarers, ships, global trade, and
the wider international economy.

The ICS Secretary General emphasised the fundamental principle of freedom of
navigation and stated: “The ability of commercial ships to navigate international
waterways safely, predictably and without unnecessaryimpediment, is crucial to
international maritime law and to the global trade system... Shipping must not be held
to ransom.”

“The current situation in the Strait of Hormuz and surrounding region demonstrates the
importance of this issue. Itis one of the world's most critical arteries of international
commerce, carrying approximately one quarter of global seaborne oil trade, as well as
majorvolumes of LNG and fertilisers. The ongoing disruption has been extraordinary.”

ICS stressed commercial vessels and their crews must not become collateral to wider
political or military disputes, and the established international rules governing
navigation must be respected.
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“Straits cannot become a place where commercial shipping is required to obtain
permission, negotiate passage, oraccept arbitrary restrictions, simply because
geopoliticaltensions have escalated. This is not a privilege to be granted or withdrawn
according to the political circumstances of the day.”

The meeting also provided an opportunity to highlight the human cost of the
deteriorating security environment.

“Seafarers are transporting food, energy, medicines, raw materials and essential goods
to communities around the world. They are civilians. They are not parties to geopolitical
conflicts, and their welfare is of the utmostimportance.”

In closing his address, Thomas Kazakos called for a return to freedom of navigation,
reaffirmed the stance that international straits must not become toll roads, and that
merchant ships and seafarers must not be held to ransom.

Thomas Kazakos said “The International Chamber of Shipping welcomed the
opportunity to brief members of the Security Council and reiterated the shipping
industry’s commitment to working with governments and international organisations to
strengthen maritime security and protect the principles on which global trade depends.
Iwould like to sincerely thank the Kingdom of Bahrain and His Excellency Dr Al Zayani
for their kind invitation.”

Arria-Formula meetings are informal meetings that allow individuals and organisations
to engage in direct dialogue with members of the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC).

ENDS

Notes to the editor:

Recording

A link to the recorded meeting can be found UN Web TV.
Picture

The attached images show ICS Secretary General, Thomas A. Kazakos, addressing an
Arria-Formula meeting of the United Nations Security Council

About ICS

The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) is the principal global trade association for
merchant shipowners and operators, representing all sectors and trades and over 80%
of the world’s merchant fleet — www.ics-shipping.org.




